The Planters’ Chronicle, 

lOMKta a m onicui onui if m i. p, i. t. tnomuia 

TtUtr^pkic 



Vov. Vin* Xo* -#0.] OCTOBEK -I, I9ii. [PitiCB As. 8, 


THE U. P. A. S, I. 

(iKCOnfORATKD,) 

Cdnt«ftt«. 

Mr. Anstead, Scicntifti: Officer, has been away in Coorg during the past 
week, but hope^ to reuirii to Head yuartcr^ on the ^h iusUut, but left for 
publication an article on the Red Spider which dbea m tuuch damage to 
Tei^.' The remedy should be cloicly read. 

A short account of the proccas for improving the tower grades cd 
Kubber is published for the information of Rubber FJaiitiu’a. 

Two District Hlanters' Associations iiii-ctings are published— those of 
the Wynaad and Nilgiri Planters’ Associatituis. We regret that pressure of 
space i)re vents us publishing the whole ol the proceedings of the latter 
Association, but w^ may mention that a Resolution was passed identical 
with that passed by t^c Wynaad PUnterb' Association, on the proposed 
Labour CotinnUstou. 

Correspondence taki^s up a large portion of thib i .iin*, and as it dmU 
largely with the Labour Proolciii and the L iboiir Commiasion, we think 
that at this juncture the Labour Question is so proinineuily before (he Riant- 
ing Conit|mnityi it is advisable to publish as jtiuch as posdble that has any 
bearing on this important subject. On both these suOjocts, we are glad to 
publish two letters from Mr H irnard, whicin though they may not find 
ready acceptance, are welcome as showing that men are thinking and try^iog 
to find a fiofudoti of this subject, and may have the effect of stirring others 
up to write for the benefit of all of us, 

From C. J. H's letter it appears that men are beginning to realise that 
safety is to be found iu the esubiishment of a Labour Commission. 

Aboye the signature of H. T. K. we publish lacriticistn on the Labour 
Commission’s report, but wt^canoot help ihiukitig tnat these crtticisms would 
cany nimrc weight U correBpondeoiA would sign (heir names* to tbem 
rather ihaa hide their identity under a nom-dc phimc or initial#- 

The .^reUrj' wishes it to be known thit he is publishing In a pwiiplilvt 
form the whole discussion on the Labour (Question that took piticc at llw 
Anpital MeetiogtQ August and that a^katious should at oucu be ffeut ui 
for them. 
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%oi«QtHle OmoM*** Pft|Mrs« 

CXJ^III.— ‘Red Spider iTelranyehus bimaetdaUts)^ 

Red U ;i minute reddUh mite wbich attacks a large number of 

plants tiiclnding Tea. Seasons of exc^ive drought arc favourable to the 
development oi the mite and atAUCb times the pest increases rapidly. The 
dtayes oC plants infested with Red Spider often turn deep red or ru^ty on 
tbelr upper surface and hence the pest is sometimes popularly calkd u 
‘ rust,’ bnt If such leaves are eiumi/ied or? their tinder sjtrfqce they will ft. 
veal the presence of the Mites aod the inconspicuous webs behind which 
they are feeding and laying their eggs. 

The typical female is 0*5 mm long by 0*26 mm wide, broad oval, widt&t 
ia front and the legs are shorter than the body. Its colour is usually brick 
red. The typical male is 0*27 mm long by 0*15 mm wide. The eggs m- 
minute, ^d perfectly round* The larvae hatching from the eggs are almost 
round, have six legs and are nearly colourless. They grow rapidly and ruotih 
twice, at the hrst moult an extra pair of legs being .'uhled. The old last skiti^ 
are usually seen in abundance as white specks on (h. nuder side of attacked 
leaves. 

The in8uence of weather on breeding activity is very marked. Il»t, 
dry conditions favour and hasten development and, cold wet weather retard 

ib 

The Ked Spider is known to attack a large irjinber of plants. An 
Amerimin Bulletin lists 104 known food plants and these include many 
common garden plauts like Violets, Sweet Ikas, and Salvia, as well as plant , 
of economic importance like Eggplants and Toinatos and a number of 
common weeds. 

Recently the leaves of a young crop on an estate near Bangalore were 
found to bo badly damaged by a Mite very similar in appearance to Red 
Spider. Specimens were sent to the Government l^ntomoii^ist who identi 
lied them as belonging to the “ Red Spider” group of Mites, but he wa> 
unable to * say whether they were specifically identical with 7'ct/'a«ych«ji 
biinncHlatns or not as no one has ever dune any work on Indian Mites. He 
thought they were more probably a species commonly found on Cholani 
t Juar. JoU, Audro^ogo/i sorghum} which turn the leaves red.^ 

Red Spider is carried from plant to phnt by wind and by the agency of 
domesUo animals, insects! and birds, but mainly by its own efforts, Thev 
spread from plant to plant along interlacing branches and along the 
ground. 

They have a number of insect enemies which no doubt help to keep this 
pest in control. In the case mentioned above a number of small beetles 
^vere present running about the infected leaves and under the webs of the 
Idrtes. These were (deptihed by the Government Ktitamologist as a specie^ 
of ^cyNtutt^, a L:uiy'blhl Beetle, and he remarks, that as far as h1s observa- 
tioQS on Cht^am go, these Lady-birds, both farvae and adults, only eat the 
eggs of the Mite but each gets through a large (juantity^ and does a lol 
of good. 


WUb regard to the use of Spray.; it is absolutely necessary to use a 
cout&ct iu^ecticide, aud as the utite passes most of its exisleuce ou the under- 
side of the leaf it is necessary when spraying to bit the uudcrstde of every 
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leaf oatb« piaot with ebc spray. This means careful spraying and it is 
further oecessary to spray twice as no insecUeide is known which will kill the 
eggs. The second spraj-ing U to kill the Mites which havti lulclwd from 
the eggs untouched by the first spraying. 

The best spray to use .appears to be either Hour Paste by itself nr 
Flour Paste and Sulphur. 

The following method of preparing the fJmir paste is gir-efl in American 
Bulletins on the subject. “Mix a cheap grade of wheat dour with cohj 
wateif making a thin batter, without lumps, or waah the dour through a 
wire wreen with a titrc.i'o of cold water. Dihuu until there U one pound of 
flour tu each gallon of the iiiixiure. Cook ij mil a pa^ite n furmttl, itirnng 
constaiillv to prevent caking or burning. Add JiutHcient water to luaka 
up for evaporation.” 

Fight gallons of this stock solution arc diluted to 100 gallons water 
and used as a s(ir.ty, .tncl this alone is jaid to tw very effective against the 
Mite. It is usual liowevcr to add to this ItK) gillona IS to iO lha. of flowers 
of sjlphiir and use this fuixture as a spnty. The Government Kutomoh^ist 
points cut that this sulphur paste spray inusl be put on early in the morn- 
ing as the decoin po.> if ion of ih<* sulphur under the action of Sunlight Is (he 
active principle, 

KCDor.PH 1). A.V.SrfCAM. 

r/rfufing Hxprrt. 


ttiihhcr : P/occss /or tniprnr/nff t/tc /uun‘r prudrs o/— The Diamond 
Rubber Co., Fr. Pat. -t4S, 974, August 12, 1912. 

Lower grades of rubber are improved in quality by treatment with the 
alkali metals or thoir alkaline derivatives, I'or example ; iD 100 parts of 
low-grade l ubhor, containing 6 per cent. i>f aceinne-soluble inipnrities .ira 
rnivod oil Ihe niasiicating rolls witli sodiuiii, 5 parts, the rrdts bi4ng main* 
tained at .a temperature of 60® —70® C. In a few minutes the mass Itegins 
to h irden ,and is transformed into a very tough product reseiubling high- 
grade rubber, which does not stick to the rolls and can be inanipuliitcd with 
ease When the stxlium is sufficiently distributed throughout the m-iss it is 
put aside to *' incubate” for 24 hours in a suitable receptacle at a lemperafure 
of about 60 °C. 1 he metal is then removed by aj^opriate treatment. l2) 
lot) parts of “tacky” Ponlianac rubber, containing 20 per cent, of acetone- 
snhihlf* products, a c mixed on hot rolls with sodium hydroxide (fused and 
powdered) S‘ parts. The mass is rapidly transformed into a tough product 
of superior ipiaUlv, wliicli is easy to manipulate. The transformation 
completed by ••incubHting” (as .above) at about 60 ®C. for 46 Iwnrg. after 
which the alkali is removed by washing or other suitable means, (ij 100 
p.arts of low-grade, tacky rubber are dissolved in 750 parts of xylene and 
heated with sodium. 5 parts, .at 100® C. in an autoclave for 24 bmini, the 
ma.sB being well agitated in order to distribute the Vxlium. The |»‘od net ia 
a gelatinous mass from which the solvent and alkali can be removed by 
suitable means, and which juflds under (his treatment a tough ebsUc subs- 
tance of superior ijoauty. In the case of rubber coiitatnii^higb percentages 
of resins, it i.s desirable to remo'o ihe resins irotn the robber before Ireal- 
ment. The products obtained by this process are much less soluble iofhe 
ordinary soh'cnts than the parent substances. They vulcanise reudily yieW- 
ing products of increased value.^K, W. L. -^Jotinutl o/ ih( Socirfy o/ 
Cfrrmw/ lniiustry. 
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DISTRICT PLARTERS’ AStOCIATIORS. 
WynMMi Pantert’ AttoeUUion. 

Proceedinttt of a Meeting held at the Mtppadi Club on September 
nth, i9U. 

PSEfiRNT. — Mature, RowDaHt 4 Darkln, Havi^i, MacbatO: Malcolm, Milton, 
Parker* Powell* Vcrnedc, West, Whitton, Winterbotham, C. E» 
Abbott tHooorary Secretary). By proxy ; Mr. J. C, 5^e*art. 
Kiat^or: Mr. Blackbatn. Mr, Malcolm in the Chair. 

1B51. The proceedings of last weeting were confirmed. 

1852. Election of New Memhers, — Messrs, N. C, Wbitton and H. C. 
Da vies were elected members, 

1853, District Boord.— Dr. Milion h.is been appointed lo recced Mr. 
J.C.’urson Parker as the Representative of the Association on the Malabar 
District Board. 

1854. Postal DeMya.— Read letter from the Honorary Secretary to 

Jba Post master- General giving i instances of delay ; and reply statingtbat the 
matter is receiving attention. Mr. West gave further instances and also 
comi^ned of the delay in the post between Cherambadi and Sultan's 
Battery. The Honorary Secretary to address the Superintendent of Post 
Officea, Calicut. ^ 

1855. Te/tfgr<i^7i O^ce Sm/Mh's Brr/ 7c rv.— Read correspondence 
ending with the letter of the Siiperintenclenf of Telegraphs, West Coast 
Diviaim, dated July 30th, stating that the nrntter is before Governmont, 
since when nothing has been heard. The Honorary .Secretary was asked to 

write again. 

1856, Post Ofdce at Vcllera — Read correspondence about the 

IH'oposed removal of tl» office to Pootoo Mulla Instate. (Since the .Meeting 
a letter has been received from the Superin tender, t of Post Offices suggesting 
putting the office on Chenal Mulla Kstate). 

1857, U.P, A, S. /. Meefirig.—Mr. Bowoass, the Wynaad IVIcgalc, 
read the following Report 

“ Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen.— Yon have no doubt read reports qf 
the Ctmference ip the Modras Mail and other pa|>ers, but they were, I am 
8>rryyto say, neither very good nor very accurate. Vmi have had, however. 
y#Uf planters' C/iro»fc/c and the Chairman's, Planting Member's and 
Scientihe Officer’s eloquent addresses are (here reported in full. These and 
the aettling of, the order of business took up the first day. 

** There was nothing of any very special interest to our Associ.ition 
beyond the qnestion of labour and the non-serviws of warrants. With regard 
to the Labour Question, which was quite the most important (inesllon before 
the- meeting, >*ou ha'^e all had the printed report of the L-tbonr Committee, 
and have no doubt rwd it. This question was felt by all to he vital, and 
was given a wht^ day to itself. One cannot help feeling that if woul^ be a 
good tbiog if sdl planters could attend these conferences, as it is a difficult 
matter afterwards, to put down or represent any hing Hke the inter^ting 
ditcussions that take place, and the divergence of \iewB expressed by the 
d^egates from the different d»tricte, All the delegates however were .tnwni* 
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moos opwi tte poiiU of Labour, It was considered that tbe U. P. A, S. I. 
bad abd^ this quesHoa in the past, bat that now or never sotoethiog mutt 
^ ^ proposal to st«rt a Labour of our own, on 

sionlar iines to those of other couotri^, was unaiiiinously adopted. As it 
was thought useless to dUcusa the question fun her, until sotue wockidR 
scheme was formulated, the meeting appointed a Sub- Comm it tec to dnw up 
a Scheme and present the same to them for approval, and did ute the honour 
of appointing me as one of the Committee. The Committee s report was read ' 
at the Meeting on a subsequent day, and met with general approval. Gentle- 
men, I should strongly advise you to buy the Kook of Proceedings, from 
which you will get a full report of the speeches tuade, mtd the interesting 
nature of the discussion which took place tliocou. 

“ We tri^ to set forth the ‘ reasons ’ :mu1 the ‘ benefits ' to be gained 
br thn establishment of such a Com mission ;ts fully and lucid) v as ^mssihle, 
in order that Directors and Agertts inutht <utr point of view, and recog* 
n'se that this question is one of paramount iuiptirtance io th<‘ planting com- 
tn tnity of Southern India. While upon this (piestion I may mention that a 
resolution was passed requesting Governinont to suppress the Professional 
Recruiter, who was defined as follows : — 

*' The Professional Recruiter U’ an individti d who collects coolirs :uid 
sjUs them at any centre and afterwards ce.isvs to hiive any further interest 
in their well-being, future, or whereabnuts. c; diMingnished from the ant ho? « 
rised Kangany or Maistry,” and this is a step in (Ik; rig in di reel ion. 

“With regard to the. question of the '.v)ns*‘rvie‘ of warvaiUs, th-i ques- 
tion that you particularly asked m-j to briii;; up, a rr-ulutum was tiiunimously 
paased as follows; —‘That this Association would call the attention of thr 
Government of Madras to the fact, that in spite of pi e\ ions repfc.^viitatihn 
nr.ide upon this subject the nnmber of wati uits takt-n out again* t abscond- 
in'; maidries and coolirs. which are uiicju-culed, remains verv large, and 
particularly in the Native Slates of Mysore am! tii strict of Cniinbaiore, and 
would ask them to urge u|)on the officials of these resju^ctive districts that 
greater efforts be rnude to effect the service of w'arrants generally, and, 
further, that we bring tu the notice of the Mysore Durbar the fact that tlie. 
local courts having jurisdiction arc treating nun-bail, ihlc warrants as bail-abVc 
warrants resulting in the escape of the accused," but I might s.ay that other 
delegates su^ested that we might have re(|iie«ted the assiitattoe nf the 
Resident and Dewan, and this I le.ave for discussion at this meeting. 

, “ I would bring to your notice the q -test ions of support of the London 
School of Tropical Medicine, and the Planters’ IJenevolent bund. The 
former is, I think, worthy of our support as an Association, and 1 would ask 
you to consider the question of contributing towards It. 1 he latter you-aK 
know is a most desirable institution which does not get its pro|)ef measure 
of support by planters generally. I refer yon, liowever, to the remarks upon 
this fund made by the Chairman in hU opening address, 

“ It wa.s unanimously agreed that the appointment of the ScletiHfic 
O ficer should be continued for another peri-^d. 

- “ Gentlemen, I shall be glad to answ'cr any question whatever upon the 

proposed Labour Commission scheme provulcd it is in my power to do so. 

‘“Finally, I think that we have Ip congratulate our worthy Secretaty, 
ML Abbott, opon holding the Chairmanship during two consecutive years, 
and Id all, T beHevCt three times, and for piloting so ably the l:L P, A. H#T 

ship through a time of much w'orry and* trouble." 
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Tbc Repori was ordered to be printed. 

The Ctuirinaa, Mr. Malcolm, expressed the thanks the A^ooc^tioo 
Id Mr. Hownass for bis work, which was heartily endorsed by the Meeting. 

185d. Prtif>o$eii labour Commission .— Malcolm spoke as 
(oilows 

“ \Vc have all heard Mr. Bownass’ Report with interest, and I think I 
am expressing vonr views in sajing ibat we should accord him a very hearty 
vote of thanks for alt he has done on our behalf at Bangalore. 1 think, ton, 
that you all agree that the meeting identifies itself with what he has said 
about Mr. Abbott. 

"Tbemo!«l important nntier referred to in the report Uthat of Labour. 
It is not only a very Important inattcfr alfecting us as a District, but, we under- 
stand, is equally important to ihe other plaining districts of S. India. It is 
one that requires our very serious consideration. 

“ With the keen competition we are now experiencing with Ceylon and 
the I'^ M. S.. it would seem that the only way of protecting our industry is 
to have .1 similar organisation to theirs, to protect the iutercats of the estates 
w© are responsible for, and to combat the competition we arc meeting with 
from them. 

** 1 hope yon ail agree that we apfjrove of the idea of having a Labour 
Commission. The only matter that seems to nie to call for very careful 
consideratifin, is the question of cost. \ do not say this with the object of 
rai.sing an objection, but in the hope that it vvUl lead to discussion and verv 
careful consideration of the point. I understand that in Ceylon the cost 'of 
their Labour Commi.ssinn is some vhere about 33 cent ^ '-ay 5 annasi per 
acre, whereas we may be called on to pay as much as Us. 2 per acie. How- 
ever the position, owing to the competition mentioned, is becoming such that 
some drastic action on our part is necessary to meet the case. 

*' I would suggeM lhat if yon are imanimous on the timltrr we should 
pass a rcsol III ion expressing our view, and slionid refer the matter to onr 
respectne Hoards of Directors, nr Proprietors, as soon as possible. 

“ Before concluding I think we should confirm the appreciation that has 
.already been expres.sed at the U- P. .A. S. L meeting, of the work done by 
the Lalmur Committee. Our thanks are due to them for their trouble and 
Labour in drawing up the concise and able rep<.»rt on the position.” 

The subject was fully disensstd, various questions were replied to by 
Mr, Bowoass, and further explanations were given. 

The following resolution was put from the Cliair and carried iinani- 
m on sly; — 

“ This this Meeting is unanimems in considering that the institution of a 
Labour Commission for South India is an urgent necessity, and that the 
Members present agree to represent tlie position to iheir Proprietors, reconi* 
mending them to .allow the Estates they are in charge of to join the scheme 
if it U found that the promises of support justify the establishment of a Com- 
mission on the lines suggested in the report of the Conimiltee appointed 
by the I ' 11 i ted Planters’ Association of Southern India. Proposed from the 
Chair, and carried unanimously ” 

Regarding a suggestion made by the Hon’ble Mr. £. F. Barber, it waft 
decided to ask Members to send the Honorary Secretary the percentage of 
cookies they employ locally, or recruited from each District, 
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It sijOttUI be expUked that tbb en^miry maie to enable the Exec«. 

OMDOUtree of the Labour Cotmiiissiou to decide ^hcrc Aiwii*u«l Coiih 
muatoners ought to be stationed-. There is no necessity to give Maistries 

names. All that is wanted is a statement — -Esjate eiuplovs— - *V 

Local Coolies — % Caiwrese Coinrbatore, etc. ’ 

1859. iVoM-6crviCC 0 / icrfrrrttiis in .Vysorr.- With fpltreiH'e to the 
discussion on this subject at tbt July Meeting of this Assocution. and at the 
U. P. A. S 1. Jleetiog, the Houorafy Secret. iry was iRi,cructcd to -tddtess the 
Hon'ble the Keudeut. 

1860. The Honorary Secretary was ItislUK ted to .nddre^s 
the Chief Secretary to the Madras (joveruiiient and ask if it would be 
possible to grant Extradition of abscmidlng .NJaistries and cuolics from 
Cochin and Travancorc under Act I of inoJ. 

1861. Gra*U to Meppadi Cfnb.— The consideration of ihlii was posb 
pooed. 

1862. School of Tropical Mcdu tnc. — The tjuc.sliou of a giant fruui 
the funds of the Association was postponed till next Meeting. 

The Proceedings concluded with a \ ole of thanks to the Chair. 

H. M.^LCOLM, 

CVnifrniitN. 

C. .AHIKtTT, 

Secretary, 


Nilglri Planters Association. 

At a meeting of the Nilgiri Planters' Assoeiatiun held at the C'ulkctur’ri 
office, on Saturday, with the Hon’ble Mr. )•!. ]'. Harljer in the chair, the iul 
lowing members were piescnt ; Mr. J. S. Nicolk. i)b»nu/ary S'trei.irv.) Mr. 
j. Harding Pascoc, Mr. A. S. l>.uidison. Mr. W'. ■\. Cherry. Mr. Svtli nli.un 
Chu-lic, Mr. W. Deane. Mr. C. Cray. .Mr. P. H*Mvcr, Mr. \< \.i'. Ciuvv, 
Mr. S. Bayly, Mr. \V. Kowsoii, Mr. V. 'i Cockbtiru, Mr. 0, W-Chmth, Mr. 
Pulcher, Mr. L. A. Gerard Rogers and Mr. A. .\. Hrown, 

By Proxy, --Mr. A. G. Nicholson. Mr. DcConrcc}', and Mr. fj. V'uu 
DuJong. 

The following visitors were also present : — 

Mr. Leslie Rogers, Mr. Murphy, Mr. P. EtkingUm, Mr. M. Voiing, i.e.s-, 
Mr. H. C. Golden, Mr. N. J Stanes, Mr. K. Veriicdc and Mr. IWel. 

Proceedings of Last Meeting. -These were f,tkcn as read. 

C. P. A, S I. CiRCut-.vRs,— The folio .ving circular from the C. P. A. S. L 
was read by the Honorary Secretary 

“ Dear Sir,— The following leltcr li-vs beru addressed to me by the 
Planting Member, and 1 shall feel ven* much obliged if yon wilf give the 
matter your earnest and immediate aftem iruj. 

Cinchona, — C overutnent wu»h to know how (nany lbs. of bark can be 
supplied annually by planters during the next 5 years. I t-hall be glad if 
you Can get lue the infornialioa through the llmiorury Sccrejarica of ibe 
District Plaaters’ AssocialioDo. 
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^'Ratks ok PAY.-f-Tba KDa*ble Sir Stsaft wislu» tofic^oot the 
roHng mtM ci fixy for coote vario^ difttricts uid the«o*il of liviog. 
HuUng ratM of pay doe# not menUf tbe averafe rales. Where rat«a vary in 
one district, {he variations shouU be and where payments are mad(i 
on results, the minimum aod inaxtiiwim monthly earnings should be shown. 

For instance, wwnen might be shown to earn from so madi to so much 
in the worst plucking month and so much to so much in the best ptocking 
month. Tlie enquiry of Sir Harold^ U not official and, all the more for ^ 
that reason, I should like the information to be pron^pt aod exact. 

I trust that you will let me have a reply as early as possible, giving full 
and accurate information on the lines laid down in the Planting Member 
letter.’' , > 

The Honorary Secretary requested members to let him have the in- 
formation asked for as early as possible, in order (bat be may reply to the 
circular. In response to some questions from members, Mr. Harding 
Pascoe thought the submission of snch information would serve a useful 
purpose as there seemed to be a feeling that the cooly man was very badly 
treated and snch information would tend to show the real state of ^.ffairs, 

Mr. Barber pointed out that the information was not officially retpRred 
and that pOi«sibly it would be of assistance if the district was divided iiiio 
thr^ divisions for the piirp<3Sf‘» of calculating wages. The information ui 
r^^ds cinchona bark was also promised. 

Koaos and Communications. — The next subject was with reference 
to the Nad^ani and Gudalur-Vytiri Road, which had been in a most uusati^>- 
fjctory condition. A letter was read from the District Hoard staling lint 
ample funds had been atlotled, aud the Hon'ble Mr. Barber stated that he 
had noticed mncli improvement already on ibis road. The meeting recorded 
the papers wUh satisfaction. 

Prevention of Coffkk Theft. With reference to a letter from the 
District Snpcrinlendent of Police asking what date was best for starting the 
duty of police for tlu^ prcvcJition of cotfee thefts. imMubcrs thought it shouUi 
start about the middtiMjf October. It was resolved that members should 
cominumcate direct with the Superintendent of Police. 

“ U. P. A. S. I. Dul.KOMEJj’ Ri-roKT.— Mr. Nicolls re.id the following 
Delegates’ Report which was recorded with a very hearty vote of thanks, 
proposed by Mr, Cockburn and seconded by Mr. Sydenham Clarke; - 

“ Gknti.emen.—As your Delegates, we attended the annual meeting of 
the United Planters’ Association of Southern India, held in the Ma>x3 Hall, 
Bangalore, from the 25lh to 29lb August, 19Ii. You will have read in the 
daily papers the Secretary’s annual report, the Chairman's address, the 
work of the Planting Mein her and the Scientific Officer's annual report. 
They were all full of interest, showing what energy and keenness those con- 
cerned have pnt into their labours for the furthering of your interests, opening 
up many lines of thought, both as regards scientific researches and utatters 
of even more vital importance. Lines which to the casual reader of the 
newspaper, we may appear to bav'o ruihed along too ouickly, heedless of 
auy dangers in front of us. Huy and read the annual bobk cf proceeding;^, 
(hen we feel certain j*on will not think the confidence mit in your Deiegate.'i 
has been misplaced. We will now remark on the items as they come in the 
a|cQda 

(To ^ po/ifitiiicd) 
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Moadcii F^Ule, 

^ ^ Puudilur \\ 0., 24iU September, 19U. 

The Editor, 

Pla/tUrs* Chronicle, 

Bangalore. 

TIm UUboui* Pfobiftm. 

Dmt ^(—Observing ibat my iHter has elicited some txwntent bj* 
^epderer " 1 venture to address you further in connexion «lth one point. 

It is: The appointment of Travelling Assistant Secretaries, "Wand- 
erei " objects on the score of expense and ^^a^es men " well up in coflet\ 
lea, &c., would ^ required on a big Balar) .'* 

1 cannot agree with him for the follow iiiR reasons;— 

(1) The duties of the Assistant Secretary would be to (^llect and 
distribute opinions and in matters of general interest attempt to rectmcile 
them. Personal intercourse will accomplish more in a month than curre». 
pondence will in a year. Kegarding the technical and scientific aspects 
the A. S, would not be re<juired to give a dchuite opinion niatteri brought 
to his notice. We have a Planting Expert aful assistants and hope to have 
a Mycologist to whom such matters would be refer rwi by the A. S. on his 
periodical visits to Headquarters, 

Further, though it is a minor point but not without \ alue, as ” Wanderer *' 
says. “ Wc gaily agree to carry out experiments— but the results are nil,’* 
Now none of us care to admit failure but the sc^nsc of regret Is very much 
lessened when the admission is made tbrongh the po^t or not at all. but if 
a man after promising to perform an experiment was conscious that NDmenne 
would personally come round and collect results in due course. 1 fincy a 
great many more experiments would be carried to a successful conclusion. 
Generally speaking it is beyond dispute that personal intercourse is the most 
satisfactory meth^ of conducting business and in my exp<'rience I have 
observed that most A.saociations, Trades Tnions, ix.. have travelling olhcials 
and .since they find the appointinenls justified il will ref|iiire convincing 
arguments to prove the contrary in our case. 

For these reasons I think that a couple ol Travel ling Assistant Secre- 
taries on say Rs.400 a month plus Rs.lOO tra\'elling allowance would b<* a 
decided advantage to the community. 

' There is one line of argument ] fore^^c and It is : 

1. Can we afford it ? , 

2, Will the results justify the expenditure. 

Regarding 1. I see from the Labour Committee’s Report that the 
subacribing acreage to the L*. P. A. S. I, is 140,000 acres, but taking 100,000 
as the acreaqte which with an annual cess of 2 annas per acre will yield 
Ks,l 2,500 per annum, (luite enough to support 2 men. 

A sala^ of Ks.400 should. ! thinlu attract the right sort of man who 
would be just an ordinary planter with a working knowledge of planting and 
some tact. 

The second possible objection is one th^t scarcely admits of argnment. 
Tbofie in favour of the idea have behind them the fact that it has proved a 
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success with other orgaftiMtKWW irbil^ for It— wcR I don’t 

propose to provide them with argument li even if I could think of any valid 
o»e«. 

In conclumon I mu^t apolc^isn for itiAicting this ieiiglby letter on yem^ 
huLexcuM; myM-lf on the score ^ complying with your request for commum- 
carionR from planters and subscribers to the Chnmtck, - 

Vmirs faithfoliy, 

N O. S. Barn’ard. 


Thb Editor, 

Pinntt^rn' C/iro«icfc, 

Bangalore. 


Mjinderi Estate, 

pnndaliir P. ()., 24th September, 191 3 . 


taboup CommlMlon, 

Dear Sir,— I have read the Report of the Labour Committee which, 
>vhlle most interesting, is not very definite on one important point. 


From the general tenor of the Report one gathers that the expenses of 
ths Commisiiion arc to be divided between the various District Associations 
ill proportion to their subscribing acreage, the inference being that the Com. 
inissimi is to be worked at a loss in the sense that the ^Uablishment and 
ot her expenses wilt not be met by an income derived tiorn ch.arges to be 
levied on estates for labour supplied btp will iu .the first inst.ince be met 
from the Rs. 2 cess and subsequently divided Pro amotigst the District 
Associations. 

If this view of the financial aspect of the L.'ibour Commission is correct 
then 1 venture to say it is susceptible of Improvement. 

In any undertaki^; in which there is no immediate check on expeodi- 
tiire in the form of a monetary income there is a di^cided tendency for the 
expenditure to increase in undue proportion to the benefits obtained and 
with all due respect to the Labour Commissioner, whoever he may be, I am 
sure he will not be able to say, at any rate for some considerable time, how 
far the results be obtains justify the expenditure. 


A very rimple remedy to my mind is to form the Labour Commission into 
a Limited Liability Company with a capital of say 3 lakiis of Rupees iii Ten 
Rupee shares. Of this capital Rs.5 per share could be called up now which 
is roughly oimi valent to the Rs,2 cess or better still half the share capital 
1| lakhs could be issued in the names of the various District Associations in 
their doe proportions and the remainder offered for public subscription. 
This would give managers and superintendents who believe in the scheme an 
oppprtdnity of backing it with more tha>) words and also remove the at 
present reasonable argument of Estate Proprietors that managers and 
superintendents can afford these experiments as they risk other people’s 
nvouey and not their own. 

The Board of Directors would of course consist of the President and 
Secretary of the t\ P. A. S. 1 with the Presidents of the District Associa* 
jrions and the Labour Commissioner as Managing Director 
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There are many methods of levying charges b J a simple one would be 
a eystem cm the following basis : 

1. The Company to charge a sliding scale percentage on the advance 
granted to a Maistry or Kangany for suptrvising his recruitments. This 
amount which on ciich individual advance would be trifling the Estate 
Xlaoager coaid debit to the maistry. 

2, The Company to charge another sliding scale percentage on monthly 
cooly earnings of each maistry which amou>»t would be debited to the 
Estate. 

The sliding scales would decrease as the amount of advance increasttl 
in the 1st case and the longer the cooly stayed on the Eaiate in the :>h1. I 
hacvn very roughly sketched the idea and ihe charges wotdd have lo be \cry 
carefully framed but I am sure they would be insignificant compared wiih 
the annual loss on bad advances and furUitr the protits, (or there should 
undoubtedly be profits, distributed amongst the shareholders would mean «o 
much off the commissions paid to the Coiiipiuiy. 

Vours f.ulhfully, 

N. U. S. 

The Editor, 

Planter^' Chronicle. 

Bangalore. 

L»boup Commi««ton. 

Sir,— At our Association Meeting held rcecntly to discuss the Labour 
Commission Scheme, the question was asked if there was a likchood of the 
various planting Districts having certain labour rci'ruiting area's allotted to 
them, wc were informed that it was hot ixissible, that it was a selftsh idea 
and I understood that if the tjneslion was i>\'cn asked at the frirthcoming 
Extraordinary General Meeting of the I’- H, A. it would c.uiw tremendous 
Irictiou at the start I fail to see ttiis, from my ^slight knowteilge and what 
Mr, Mead writes in his letter to the Chiotticlc of 27ih instant it appears that 
mast districts have more or le^s their own lecruitiug eenfri's. if such i« life 
case, it appears to me that it w’ouid help the Labour Cotnintssioti innuensrly 
and prevent friction U as far a.s possible the allotment of recruiting areas 
agreed upon. 

C. J. H. 


A CHtloiinii 

A criticism on the I'.B A. S. I's Labour Comiiuitce's Keport as regard 
“ Benefits to be derived form the establishment ol a Labour CommiHsion. 

(I) Is it likely that this Ltbour Commission will be able to persuade 
any foreign Labour Commission to do anything which would curtail their 
supply of labour,? The Labour Committee point out that whereas in 
practice we can adv.vuce a cooly for not more th.in one year a service 
Foreign Countries can advance for three, and consa|ueutly have the great 
advantage over us of being able to make much larg^-r advances, ' but ih^ do 
not say how they propose to get over this difficulty. There are atWa>t 
3 ways of putting us on the same footing as foreign countries i'l this 
matter, via;— 

(rt) by limiting the amount of advance to (he same for all. 

(61 by lowing us to advance for 3 years service. 

(c) by not allowing anyone to advance for more tbau one year. 
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If Ooveromeot be lodoced to leolUe eUber Ut) or (c) H U probable 
we *11011111 get ail the taboor we require i^bout such an expeocive Labour 
Commi*e^« U is the Ug lump sum down which ienq^s the oooljr to oni- 
grate and t^t is what we do not care to risk advandog because tlte (ad. 
litk* oar laboar has cf evading repayment. It is the big advance we shy at 
and not the high pay. At any rate why uot get Government to condder (he 
nutter before plunging into the cost of an expensive Labour Coinmissioo. 

iZ) How will the Labour CcKonntssion ensure this more than the law 
doe* at present, unlees they cun Identify coolies or alter the law ? 

(31 Doe* the Labour Commission propose to prosecute defaulters ? 

H) Does the Labour CommUsioo propose then to supply new labour 
for shOTt periods ? 

(7l This can be done without a Labour Commission as hitherto. 

IS> From this it is to be issumed that the Labour Commission propose 
to keep some sort of registraliou, but would they be able to identify a inais- 
try taking advance m ('oimbatore when he had already taken one in Trich' 
inopoly or do they propose to have only a central depot and if so who is to 
pay the railage, etc., oi inaisiries going to he registered ? Ai.>owbat istu 
prevent a tnalstry iroin taking an advance from the Labour Cominissiou 
and then going to a foreign country as do now ? Could even a central 
dep6t identify men ? 

(9) Would advertising be of any use when coolies know that foreign 
Labour Commissions will advance far more. 

(10) A temporary advantage gained until foreign Labour Commission 
Agents learn of the new recruiting areas. 

(U) Inter durtrict competition can be stopped by agreement and 
published in the t*httters' Chronicle, 

(HI Vide para, 8 above. 

Summary : -The whole iiiHlter seems tu turn on whether the V.P.A.S I. 
(not a Laboni; Comiitissioiil can get us put on even terms, as regards 
advances, with onr compt'iilors, if. so a labour Commission may be able to 
give us the beuehts they claim will accrue, excluding the identiheation of 
maistriesor labour. U is noticeable that the Labour Cottnnission say 
nothing about the prevention of crimping — and perhaps it U just as well 
—for even presuming that all planters undertake not to employ any labour 
icxcept locals! without a chit from the Labour Commission, now would it 
be possible to prevetH the *aine cooly from being sent out under different 
(or even the same) maistnes several times in the year if there is no identi- 
heutiou. So long as our competitors can advance more than wc care tu 
risk, the Labour Commission will not do any more (at great cost! than wc 
are now doing for ourselves (ftw comparatively little) except possibly to give 
us (he benefits claimed in paras. 4, 6, 10, U. and 12, ■ 

N, I, K. 


The Managing Editor, Coonoor, 22nd September, 1913. 

Planners" Chronicle, 

Bangalore. 

0«fiM Bor«r. 

Dear 5ir,'^l^or the past two years I have been scraping the stems of 
thne tree* and coating thickly with good whitewash, preferably fr<mi shell 
lime which must be fresh. A woman will scrape 30 trees or whitewash 30 
trees, ] hax'e fonnd this a safe remedy and am now trying simply white- 
washing withoot scraping. 

Vours faithfully, 

A G. SrcHotsos; 



